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First-Round Notes — Thursday, May 12, 2022

Course Setup: Holston Hills Country Club (Par 70 / 7,163 yards)
Media Contacts: Hagan Parkman, 817-983-3251, HaganParkman@pgatourhg.com;

Leaderboard
Pos. Name Scores
1 Anders Albertson 62 (-8)
T2 MJ Daffue 64 (-6)
Michael Feagles 64 (-6)
T4 10 Tied 65 (-5)
Quick Links

e Complete Leaderboard
e TeeTimes
e Tournament Media Site (interviews and other resources available for download)

Anders Albertson cards bogey-free 62 for two-stroke lead at Visit Knoxville Open

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee — Anders Albertson opened the Visit Knoxville Open with a bogey-free 8-under
62 Thursday, taking a two-stroke lead over MJ Daffue and Michael Feagles, who carded matching 6-
under 64s in the first round at the Holston Hills Country Club.

Albertson, a 28-year-old who plays from Atlanta, Georgia, started his round at the par-4 10th and made
his first birdie at the par-3 11th. Albertson posted three consecutive birdies on Nos. 14-16 prior to the
turn, after which he birdied four of the first five holes on the front nine (Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5) and reached 8-
under par. Albertson closed his round with four consecutive pars.

“I didn't make any bogeys, so that helps,” said Albertson, whose eight birdies matched Daffue for the
most in the field. “I finally got into a rhythm again. I've been hurt the past couple of weeks, but | feel
better now. | got to practice and it's been a nice couple of days here in Knoxville. | had a good day, but
it's just one day, so | need to wake up and do the same thing tomorrow.”

Making his 121st career start on the Korn Ferry Tour this week, Albertson holds the second 18-hole lead
of his career, as he previously led the 2021 Veritex Bank Championship ahead of a T20 finish. The
Georgia Tech alum also matched his career-low round of 62 for the sixth time, with the most recent
occurrence being a 9-under 62 in the final round of the 2022 Veritex Bank Championship.

Four of the previous five times Albertson carded a 62 in an event, he finished T12 or higher, including a
T2 at the 2018 Albertsons Boise Open presented by Chevron.

Albertson, who turned professional in 2015, also has 26 starts on the PGA TOUR. He graduated to the
TOUR following the 2018 Korn Ferry Tour season, when he finished No. 8 in the regular season with a
win at the Memorial Health Championship presented by LRS, the aforementioned T2 in Boise, two other
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top-10s, and 14 top-25s across 23 starts. As a PGA TOUR rookie, Albertson enjoyed a strong fall (three
top-30s in his first five starts), highlighted by a T5 at the 2018 Sanderson Farms Championship. After he
opened the 2019 calendar year with a T34 at The American Express, Albertson missed the cut in 14 of
his final 19 starts, falling to No. 172 in the FedExCup Standings and back to the Korn Ferry Tour.

"I now know what not to do,” Albertson said of his time on the PGA TOUR. “I lost my card thinking about
things that are not helpful, and | think I'm playing a much different way now. If | get my card again or
not, I'm very much at peace. | just play in my own bubble and if | get it, | get it. I'm more process-
oriented now as opposed to thinking about what's on the line or where | stand."

In the combined 2020-21 season, Albertson logged nine top-25s and 20 made cuts across 37 starts and
finished No. 64 on the Korn Ferry Tour Regular Season Points List, granting him fully exempt status for
the 2022 season.

In eight Korn Ferry Tour starts this year, Albertson has six made cuts, a season-high finish of T4 at the
inaugural Lake Charles Championship, along with a T12 at the Veritex Bank Championship last month.

"[Being in contention] does a lot for my confidence,” Albertson said. “It puts me in a good position, so
I'm just going to try and do the same thing tomorrow."

Second-round tee times will from 7:15 a.m. through 2:15 p.m. local time off the first and 10th tees.

First-Round Notes

e Two holes-in-one were recorded in the first round: Michael Kim (T45 / -2) on No. 4 with 8-iron from
164 yards, and Gregor Main (T45 / -2) on No. 11 with 6-iron from 185 yards

e MIJ Daffue (T2 / -6) sits inside the top five after 18 holes for the third time this season

o Solo fourth — Astara Golf Championship presented by Mastercard (finished T9)
o Outright leader — Veritex Bank Championship (finished T26)

e Michael Feagles (T2 / -6) matched his career-low round in PGA TOUR-sanctioned play with a 6-
under 64; he previously carded a 6-under 64 in the final round of the 2021 Rolling Green
Championship on PGA TOUR Canada

e Feagles finished No. 7 in the inaugural PGA TOUR University presented by Velocity Global Class of
2021 and had PGA TOUR Canada status last season following his collegiate career at University of
Illinois, where he was a five-time All-Big Ten Conference First Team selection and the 2021 Les
Bolstad Award winner as the Big Ten’s leader in stroke average

e Making his 76th career Korn Ferry Tour start, George Cunningham (T4 / -5) sits T5 or higher after 18
holes for the fifth time in his career; his season-high 18-hole position was T6 at the Lake Charles
Championship, where he eventually finished T17

e Caleb Proveaux (T4 / -5), the third-to-last player who gained entry into the field on their number,
opened with a 5-under 65, eclipsing his previous career-low round by one stroke

e Proveaux, who has just one made cut in six starts this year, stands inside the top 70 through 18
holes for the first time in his career

e Vanderbilt University alum Will Gordon (T4 / -5) leads the players in the field with ties to the state
of Tennessee

e Turk Pettit (T14 / -4), the 2021 NCAA Championships individual national title winner, made the cut
and finished T31 at the PGA TOUR’s Wells Fargo Championship last week

e Christopher Petefish (T45 / -2) leads the eight Monday qualifiers through the first round



e The Visit Knoxville Open is the 12th of 23 regular season events on the 26-event 2022 Korn Ferry
Tour schedule; the first set of 25 PGA TOUR cards will be awarded at the regular season finale, the
Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna (August 11-14), and an additional 25 TOUR cards
will be awarded following the three-event Korn Ferry Tour Finals, which conclude with the Korn
Ferry Tour Championship presented by United Leasing & Finance (September 1-4)

e This week’s purse is $750,000, with $135,000 going to the champion; the champion will also receive
500 Korn Ferry Tour points

o All 2022 Korn Ferry Tour regular season events feature a minimum purse of $750,000, a 25
percent increase from last season, and will boast minimum purses of $1 million in 2023 for a
total increase of 66.7 percent from 2021 to 2022

First-Round Course Statistics
e Scoring Average (Total - Par 70): 69.218 [-0.782]
e Scoring Average (Front Nine): 34.462 [-0.538]
e Scoring Average (Back Nine): 34.756 [-0.244]
e Toughest Hole: No. 17, Par 4, 520 yards — 4.340 [+0.340]
e Easiest Hole: No. 18, Par 5, 541 yards — 4.590 [-0.410]


https://www.pgatour.com/korn-ferry-tour/news/2021/05/04/korn-ferry-tour-purses-increase-2022-2023.html

